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A groan was heard—the kind of groan which indicated that something was wrong.  And then 

came the words, “I really goofed.”  It was a young person who accidentally backed into another 

car in a parking lot.  He felt really terrible.  “I really blew it,” he said. 

 

It wasn’t that serious.  Nothing could be that serious.  And yet most of us, I’m sure, can recall 

moments in our past when we wished that the ground would literally swallow us up.  These were 

more than embarrassing moments.  These were moments of mistakes, of failures, when we have 

goofed and there did not appear to be any way out. 

 

Every one of us, I’m sure, knows times when we have failed.  I remember the time in high school 

when, as the center on the football team, I centered the ball over the punter’s head and it bounced 

a number of yards down the field.  I thought I would die.  It was at old Midway Stadium at the St. 

Paul high school’s preview game in front of many schools.  Talk about a terrible feeling. 

 

Most of us know that kind of defeat or embarrassing mistake.  And yet no defeat is as shattering 

as a moral defeat; the fall into sin; failure in the face of temptation.  And that is why we pray in 

the Lord’s Prayer, “Deliver us from evil” or “Deliver us from the evil one.”  We pray that God 

would help us from falling into the evil choices all around. 

 

Judas could tell us all about giving into the evil one and so could Peter.  For Judas, of course, his 

sin was a deliberate thing.  It was carefully planned and executed.  No one can say for sure what 

his chief motivation was or what he really hoped to gain.  And yet Judas arranged at a specific 

point and time to betray his master. 

 

The anticipation of carrying out his plan and getting paid may have seemed pleasurable, but the 

reality of what happened was not.  When his deed was done, when he saw that Jesus had been 

condemned and was put to death, he repented and brought back the thirty pieces of silver.  “I 

have sinned,” he said, “in betraying innocent blood.”  Judas’ world collapsed.  He was so 

devastated that he abandoned all hope of forgiveness, all hope of reconciliation. 

 

Perhaps you and I have also had the experience of finding certain temptations particularly 

inviting.  The temptation was so great that our resistance broke down and we yielded gladly.  It 

was not wrong, we tried to tell ourselves, at least if we avoided being caught.  And as we looked 

at it we thought it would be fun. 

 

And yet it was not the fun we had expected it to be.  And then came the remorse, the regret.  We 

wondered, “How could I have been so foolish?  What can I possibly do now?”  We may have 



offended others, or have brought disgrace to them.  Defeat of that sort is not a pleasant thing.  

And the world around us starts to feel like it is falling in. 

 

Or we may know something of Peter’s experience, or of King David’s, or of Esau’s.  A sudden 

temptation catches us off guard.  We shrink from fear, or we fall prey to lust or selfish desire.  

Peter said suddenly by the fire, “I do not know what you mean,” though he knew very well.  King 

David took quick steps to steal the wife of another.  And Esau sold his birthright for a bowl of 

porridge. 

 

And yet David and Peter went deeper in their sins and evil.  Temptation may have caught them 

off guard.  Realizing this they might have stopped there, repented, and resolved that the tempter 

would not get them to go any further.  But David did not stop.  He sought to cover his first sin 

with Bathsheba by engineering the murder of her husband and make it look like an accident. 

 

And Peter, when the suggestion came again that he had been with Jesus, he was no better than 

the first time.  He denied it with an oath.  And not only that, he denied it a third time even though 

Jesus had specifically warned him. 

 

Perhaps you and I know all that too.  Failing to watch and pray.  Indifferently ignoring all 

warning of temptation.  The situation calls for a honest confession and we fail to make it.  

Something should be said and we remain perfectly silent.  The talk is vulgar and we laugh.  The 

conversation is unkind and we join in. 

 

The whole thing is wrong and we become a part of it.  And when the first realization of the 

terrible thing we have done dawns on us instead of clearing out, we plunge in deeper.  And our 

situation becomes even worse than before.  I’m sure that this has happened to each of us and we 

know how bitter the results can be. 

 

It was for Judas and it was for Peter.  And yet the end was different for Judas than it was for 

Peter.  Judas, despairing of all forgiveness, believing all hope was gone, went and hanged 

himself.  He saw no way out of this mess. 

 

It was different with Peter.  Not that the defeat was any less shattering—he went out and wept 

bitterly.  But Jesus turned and looked at Peter and whatever else there may have been in that look 

there was surely love and compassion.  That look may have been Peter’s call to repentance and 

restoration. 

 

Peter is witness to the fact that the lost can be restored.  Sin can be forgiven.  The fallen can be 

raised.  That evil and Satan’s power can be overcome.  Obviously, this is not easy to believe.  

Judas apparently could not believe it and went and hanged himself.  And many today often think 

that their sin is unforgivable.  Many think they have wandered too far away from God. 

 

And yet we need to remember the thief on the cross.  He was being executed for the terrible 

crime had had committed.  But in his dying moments he became an heir to the kingdom of 



heaven.  Jesus said, “Today you will be with me in paradise.”  The lost can be restored.  For 

every sin there is forgiveness through the grace of God in Jesus Christ. 

 

The Apostle Paul said in 2 Corinthians, “If anyone is in Christ, he or she is a new creation; the 

old has passed away, behold, the new has come.”  Life can and does begin again through the 

divine grace and power of Jesus.  We can be delivered from evil and the evil one. 

 

We may have tried to witness to someone about Jesus and yet we feel we failed miserably.  

Someone may have challenged us to acknowledge our relationship with Jesus and yet we 

fearfully denied it.  Perhaps we have harbored deep in our hearts a secret, gnawing sin that no 

one else knows about. 

 

Or perhaps our pride has led us into an embarrassing fall.  Temper may have vented itself upon 

our friends or family.  We may have failed.  We may have failed as a father or mother.  We may 

have failed our parents.  We may have failed our God. 

 

And Jesus turned and looked at Peter.  And he went out and wept bitterly.  This event was a 

prelude to that unforgettable day by the sea when the resurrected Jesus said to Peter three times, 

“Do you love me?”  And when Peter said, “Jesus, you know that I love you,” Jesus said, “Feed 

my sheep.”  Peter was delivered from evil into a position of major leadership in the church. 

 

And what happened to Peter, my friends, can also happen to you and me.  It is not that all our 

temptations are over.  It is not that we don’t need to pray each day, “Deliver us from the evil 

one.”  It is not that we won’t fail and fall into sin each day.   

 

And yet we live by his forgiving grace.  Each and every day we are reminded that Jesus died on 

that cross for my sins.  And as we pray, “Deliver us from evil,” we know that we can be forgiven 

and restored so we can live as faithful disciples of Jesus our Savior. 

 

Deliver us from evil.  May each of us, you and me, leave our sins and evil at Jesus’ cross this 

night.  And may we see his face and hear him speak that even though our sins be as scarlet, they 

shall be whiter than snow.  Let us pray… 


